Introduction to our OER Textbook
Open Educational Resource
An Open Educational Resource (Links to an external site.) (OER)  is an educational resources, such as a textbook and course content, that is free to everyone and can be used by without cost by all teachers and students.    I am writing the textbook we are using, GLOBALMUSIX: Contemporary Music Throughout the World, as an OER.  This is why the textbook is free for your use in this course: because it is an OER.
This course will make use of some strategies and practices associated with Open Pedagogy (Links to an external site.).   Open Pedagogy asks students to participate in the creation of the knowledge  and the educational process as part of  a course.   As part of your coursework,  you will be asked to contribute to the creation of the textbook and its instructional materials.
Students will contribute to this book and instructional materials in several different ways:
1)    Students will identify passages that need clarification.  
2)    Students will contribute quiz questions to the test banks.
3)    Students will identify spelling and typographical errors (for which I will be eternally grateful).
4)    Students will contribute information and analysis on music and cultures not yet included.
All of these exercises are laid out in the modules as assignments and discussions as you go through the course.
All materials created in the class will become part of  future textbooks and class materials.  By their participation in this course, students give Carroll Community College a full and non- license to use any and all student-created content  Your work will not only help you learn and succeed in this course, but your work will also help future teachers and students using this book and course.  Your help is greatly appreciated. Everyone who contributes to this book will be mentioned in the acknowledgment section of the book.   Everyone who contributes information and analysis will be credited as an author.  Because this is a professional textbook, everyone who contributes can include their work with this book on their resume.
 






PROOF READING: (Included with every reading assignment)
Our textbook is new, and i am asking for  help as discussed here:  Introduction to our OER Textbook 
One type of help i am requesting is proof reading.    As you read this section, you might see some errors in orthography (Links to an external site.) such as typos, spelling, or grammar
If you would like extra credit for helping me catch and correct these errors, please use this google sheet (Links to an external site.) to report the error that you found.   
Only the first note of each error will earn extra credit.  Google sheets has a history function that allows me to see who and when each error was reported, so please make sure no one has reported the specific error on the specific page in the specific chapter you are noting. 
Only accurate reporting will receive credit: I will check each reported error.    When students report error finding accurately (ie it really is an error) students will earn extra credit.    If students report something is an error when it is not an error, they will not earn credit.   Students will always have a chance to support their claim if deemed inaccurate. 
CLARITY(Included with every reading assignment)  (this is in the format of a discussion):
As indicated earlier, this textbook is a work in progress.    To aid the authors please provide feedback about what is clear in this portion of the book, and what is not clear in this portion of the book.
1.  What passage of this section is easy to understand and clearly explains its concept.   To demonstrate this clarity, please paraphrase what it says.
2. What passage of this section is not clear?   How can this be made more clear?


QUIZ QUESTIONS (Included for selected chapters only):
Review what you just read and create the following types of objective test questions:
1. Create five multiple choice questions with one correct answer and three false answers.   Identify which answer is correct and list the page(s) on which the information for this question can be found.
2. Create four true/false questions with some false and some true. Identify which answer is correct and list the page(s) on which the information for this question can be found.
3. Create 1 multiple answer question with more than one correct answer and at least two false answers. Identify which answers are correct and list the page(s) on which the information for this question can be found.


End of the prologue discussion week 1:
Review your notes from Wednesday's reading:  Prologue: Introduction to Cultural (and Musical) Difference

At the end of this reading the author makes a connection between studying world music and building peace.   Summarize and comment on this argument.  Do you think this is an appropriate goal for a textbook?




Introducing the final project towards the end of the term:
TEXT: GLOBALMUSIX: Contemporary Music Throughout the World: "Prologue (Links to an external site.)"
Revisit the prologue of the textbook.   The last section suggests that studying music within its cultural context can reduce conflict.    Think about the world right now: which area of the world and which culture(s) within that area would we benefit by knowing more about?
The final project we will complete for this class at the end of the term will be to write the "Next Chapter" of our textbook.   To best fulfill the goals of this book, we want to pick an area of the world about which we would benefit from more understanding and less conflict. 
1. In this discussion start on Monday by posting  for inclusion in our book a region or culture within a region where reduced  conflict and more understanding would benefit the world.    Please explain your choice and your reasons completely.     You will post before you can see posts by your colleagues.  
 
2.  Once you post your suggestion, you will be able to see what others have posted.    On  Wednesday read everyone's posts and choose one that someone else wrote that you think makes an excellent choice given the reasons provided.      Reply to the post by FIRST pointing out what you agree with in their reasons, and then say  whether  you like their choice best or your choice.   Fully explain your reasons.   
3.   On Friday read what everyone has written and make a final choice.   Pick the culture/area that you think is the best choice: which choice has the most benefits according to the goals of the textbook.   Post your choice in a reply  to that thread and explain your reasons completely.    
 
Because others need to see your thoughts to build their own full credit for this assignment will be given ONLY  for students who post their materials by the days due.
 

